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WE. JLEFSWAKLJE (Early Childhood Development, ECD) i H 3% Hizz —=& )L
P2 /N R TR (R BRI % o AR A, ECDIH K s A BliE 2 51 H L&
SR ERMNER, BRI LRI 2R, RN B FAEEA T FECD
T H AN, (R IX 8 E R B CA P UESSEECDIH , IS ) FREBUFF#ECD
T3t H 4255 1 R A DG UEH o ASHIF 78R FHIBURF 2 A 1) 2 TS0 R SGRIF Fe 808t , SR P 4R
AT R IECD R it FRAS I T, W1 3 BURFAE AR A b X T FEECD T H 12802 — AR L
EREW, ERERFHX, BUFRZEECDHH MR R R, HG At 42—
9.3, WIRHE NI FIREIIE, KBUNT-15%. SEOFREMERTHHML, X%
Bom, WA R e E R ECDIH 4% 5 R R REE . ik, MEE — A
FEH R, FREBURRZK /) EECDIH , JUHAMN 57 m R A 1 XA B AR i &, A FRIE R
KAL LA AI RS R AR RTINS At %

KR JLEFWIRIE: BE—RAS s PERN: A%

—. 55

VT LA KR T R AR fr e W VAR S R . ISR SRR SC 25 LE I SRR
OV B RE R4 23 & HAA AR H 5 52 (Martorell, 1997, National Research Council, 2000) o
IR LESR 7RIS . MRS I ST R R 2 S 3R s, R4, JLE
IR TR IR R KR, RRWRERGIENALS, BOAEARERNTE /1.
HM M SRR, 155705 BEORHE L3 22 LU AR RE B L H I e TR 35 ) L 28 R I BE A
(Heckman, 2013)

MABRGERE, HArEeE 80 LETIE G 0 K R BRI, HAH IR
55 AT g 2 4h A1 SR Kk S ¥ J5 RS (Naudeau, Martinez, Premand, & Filmer.et al., 2011) , M
T3 A IX 86 )L 38 55 HoAth ) LB A SR R BUst = A — e I Z28E . BRI, 7R 3808 241 L 3 740
% J&& (Early Childhood Development, ECD) it it K 23 )L 28 sl KI8T, TROH & R e
A/ ) LEAE R IR R B 220 o B bR b A AIE R 7L R, 0 KU ) LB AT IWECD
T L AR B SRR 2 (Aboud & Yousafzai, 2015; Burger, 2010)



R, Wosxt  LERRMEE . il SABAFIEA SRR UL SRS
K AR (Gertler et al., 2014) o BT R H E K @ X LE 1 Ll m, Rk
FEIXLE[E X SEHEECDINH , 2245 A NFIRL 227 Rk S KA AN K A2 (Black & Surkan,
2015)

MEZER) ) LEE AR A RO . 4L 223 B RS I 5 S ECD T H 7 R A ARAR 2L
RHK, Currie (2001 X BUMNZ SECDIL H 7 A AT At AT TIRAMI 73 #T . 4R EWT,
PR ECDI H = AR [k 23 R 2 i T2 R A B4R . Currieihly, TEECDARSS 1
P ITHAAE T IR RN (FERPUATTN K EAE BRI =) , Bk, BURF NI
NECDIR& Ittes J7 2 —. IEFEGL, ITseiEsk, o255 HAIE R EMER, #IFMHAT
BUF$ZAEECD IR 453X — U4 7 BRI B0, e 5L HER), 2EBURT I FF
FIECDI H 347 1 KB HET (Heckman, 2013) o 7E47 T 259 (Schady et al., 2015) HIE
LI 22 2N B 5 (Atmore, van Niekerk, & Ashley-Cooper, 2012; Garcia, Pence, & Evans,
2008) FHHAh—LL[E 5, WMIFRE TIRZECDIH .

HE BT — L R, W2 ZIEShr LR LE R IR EM B CAGFE T .
WM, RIFEIR 2 T AR H X (¥ ) LB T 5 o SEI R SR I R XU (Luo et al.,
2017; Wei et al., 2015; Yue etal., 2017) . EFFAR (Luo etal, 2015; Z{HH5F, 2016; Wang
Liang, Yu, Li, Zhang, Sun, Ma, Bai, Abby, Luo, & Yue, 2018; Yue et al., 2016) . HBRFFEH
B8 = FAt 2 O BRI 2% (Luo et al., 2017; Yue et al, 2017; Zhang et al., 2018) & S 30X —
KU B9 LA EZ R &K (Wang Sun, Liu, Zheng, Li, Bai, Osborn, Lee, & Rozelle, 2018)

R TR FUHR T FRIE AR b IX ) 28 T 5 R Jo U — o) j, HL 4 A TS
i, MARTFRY], ECDF I H 763 B A A X FCR B2 4EH B2 1) (Jin et al., 2007;
Sylvia et al., 2018) . SEBr b, FREKRAHIX OS 4G 0 RE4E 825006 TECDIH , XA
FE—LECDI H kA, AR RZ EREHWECDINE, it Wik, e, =/, 1
PO BRVESEA O IEAETT AR Z ANFTE R A 2 IECDI H - (VLML, 2014; Heckman, 2018; Luo
etal, 2019; Sylvia et al., 2018) , /R IXLLTH H ()Lt A A E, (HEETFEHL TPl
O FE R B, X LA SO0 Tt ) LB RIR A R0 g 0 R J D5 THT /& AR5 A 3L BN E
TS, XL IEEFE R AW SR H 38 B, ECDT-HN H B KRS (TR KK
ZJ5) WM (Wang et al., 2019) .

WA, REBUFTFAG R LB E TR @R S ) Lo R A G e, IR T —
FITH). WEDIE RS E QI H 2 H it 5 s R BUR SR AL B AT H
(%50, 2013) ; HEK AR (EF)LEATIER (2018-20204F) ) i mIafigt, 2
FFE)LE RR AT, B R LE IR RIR S RN . BRI R, .. IRNIR
UL B N pi ) LE RHR B IRS WA RIIR SR (E55F, 2018) o XfBUNTI S, T
FERECDII H B NFIE 23 MR IAH A B, 0 T ECDAH SRIBUR (11l FHI0H St 42 00 H 22



BNECDI H {5 BE [l F o O 1 SEBIX — B AR, AT U 2T A A BBt A A it
TR R A R Rt — At 5k AR FHERAT W (0 TN S ECD R AT 5 T -
B NECDI H (124 8 — AiAs b

BTk, AW AR E AR A X SLiEECD I H A FeTums, 5B [E BUR AR A X

=, BFRAE
(—) BaE— A ik

AR Rt — A W T BURF N ECD T H BEAT A s M 5, 20752 5

N ’ ‘/‘( Y EI_:IL
T FARITOE A oy “ LB TR (BECD 15L& i—Rh i T
B, WS ECD WH 3 ILE

H HH FHARAT BRI S 5 Jacques van der Gaag
LENWERIFTIZ A (Van der Gaag & Tan, 1998)
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sl 5D JERFREAE N o WAt U, RAX A VEBEAT I 5 SE bR EARAS T BUF 5 ECD
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= H pHE
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EEEEA TR TSRO, 45 5 ¥ LUF JLEAET AR LB AER VA€ TARFERA
W2 GF SR ERAFEMIARANCR . Horp, RS/ AR
AT SR o

HK, WMASEEMRN—

AYVEE, EAEVIRAFZE K TR RME S

5. Ak
XPUMARBE KT RIEDNE B @A, £ DHEDE

RPN

REIEEFIR, RN, thif 28— HE P B R BE AR R DR AR A

S0, fmABLETTRE (Mincerian Equation) HJZREC . W7 R R AU MRS — piAs

st AR, DUVRERHFHE R T ZAFFER (SHZS5 ECD T H i k#3288 F R

AL IR SR ARR AN O B8 ECD T H f£4e5F +t
PR — A e

LUt 2 MEARRR)

BT RER B AN R R B 2 BOE R (W0
B 16 FELLAE) 3 TRRMEBIMAFRLE I BAIER ChARr B R, gTHBr B
VIR T EE S ARE R,

1H X Selowsky (1981) . Selowsky 7E X ZEHFEH - T i vh A LE
NEIRE ) GEEZ)LETHD TR TR : (D) A EZRAFEERE N FRE4Lr 4, (2 B
PR FIRE S sy R 2 A SR oA = AR e R (p.332) &



PR BT s v R T B [l DL AR 2B B [BI4RO o RIS, 7R 7 — BOAS 70 i ol ARG 5 (fif
FARAR B TAEARBR M ILPT7) e NN th 75 B0 W B 7 7 R L

L, AR ECD U0 H 15 &, 4G F I KA I A A . 9 11t
FRARREE A, FEM T RS A FBE B R R, mp iR AR
M2 TR RN R NAZK T EEET AT SR R, THE R RRZ/ N
TEEE T IAT R A A, AR EMA TS E) 5 % BUT JLEIET & (RZ/h T aiss
THTHTE 5 2 LR LB F)

i), ECD IMHEBH R RIMEER. X—4REETUTFSAMRE: (D 4R
GHNFILE (NPV) 5 (2) THUGERSH NPV; (3) NPV [484L; (4) LANPV FERER
B TRAS . ARYEIXLEAF S, R fG i 2 4 R AR — A b, X — AR T TIAT 5 NPV
AR AE 5T BlsA NPV Z L.

(=) BRI S H

A SCERZRIA AL, B AESR ) LE R e RE U ) BCD Wi H 2 AR A 2, BOYJLE
W25 ECD WiH, HAAFIREMARNENGE H#AGE] 1 5em, MM IE st AL i) sl &
Mo B, AR, ERBISEIAYER, MWETRERS CRET ORI K
BHMEIN BN R B AT R G

A S RTAE FH P B B R T BURT I A TR B AN A B AU SE SR AT S0 AT A 11
Bells AR RAR BT

1. NG5 BMEME TS5

AWFFINE N D Giit 205 BAFEIA AR, M SCHE F2ORIE T [ E K S it )=
AFAESR A Horp, KIE 55 IR JLERSETFR N 1020 (ER SR, 2017) 5 JLE
NFAERN 6 % (FEHR, 20060 5 58 TAFFRN 16 % (REANRAE RS, 1995)
PEIRRER Y 60 % (EE NRAEKRS, 1995) .

AHIT AL R 2 — AR IS R PR AS 5 A8 5 A 73 ) D IR 3R R 2 o (BB I 3
A S5% (80.05) , JLFN0.15 Koo/ ANRT (HEFINCERF, 2018) .

2. HUH R FR AR R

AWFFAEALH ECD THEL AT, FEEIR EACE R R REUE, RASREARBE IR
FRIEEmL 22 NP, BRI, £ X EHER T T



R 1. AREEHBRES 50 AFER, FRFNREER

Sl i NFR FER R
HEME (4) (. / N (%) (%) (%)
N 6 1,169 100 5 2
CIGE 3 1,857 100 0 15
38 = 3 3,105 87 5 22
KEAF 4 11,088 45 0 2

BEKIE: Yang 5\ (2015) ; Chang, Min, Shi, Kenny, and Loyalka (2016) ; Chen,
Liu, Zhang, Shi, and Rozelle (2010) .

KTAFZBEH B ES], 1986 WA (hHe N RILHE L HFE %) U 1 3RE
/N AR, RO AR GRS, 2006) o [ 20 4D 70 SEARE HIFF IR 92 iRk
LK, RS S MR A E TR O AR, R NI

KFRFBE N B NIIHE A, AL EE ) F ER B R E B E B A
TRl . (HORTTERE L, ASCHI ) 1 HE 258 NAE 2018 SR ARAE (P EAM AT e) B
SCE, AZS0 TR E R 2 40 EIEE R RIEAT T RUBALE LS (Yue etal., 2018) o AFEZHHHN
BN 2GR E TE RGO R AT 8 (H XS5, 2017) .

B A TR B TREA A B AT B A ST AR . /N8R (2%) R HE Yang
N (2015 4F) HIFFL; W45 %Ok H Chang, Min, Shi, Kenny, and Loyalka (2016) [1Jff
T mTEEERE Yi A (2018) KIS K3 GE B AR 50 R 2% .

RS, SORFEZE M B EREAR A Bk A T O . Ho, R
Ikt (5% ) K EH Chen, Liu, Zhang, Shi, & Rozelle (2010) (I 7T i 2R MM (5%)
KRR E A e R AT KR T & R A A

3. HE HHRA T AR50 i Hd

AHIEFAE I B R 3R A 0 Bl AN A 256 1)M5 B 32 2ok B W BT 18 R AU TH
AT ADFFURFEI R (R FAN BOa s 18 SOORERRD AF Tl SRR
#% (Zhang, Zhao, Park, & Song, 2005; de Brauw & Rozelle, 2008) . RIE iR G LR,
AT ZBE F R EHRFEBE N 10% (EREN 0.10) , TIERK I RHRFEERE N 5%
(HRHCHN 0.05) , LAERR-FJ7 W R E0-0.0010. 1Ak, AHIEFUN B B 77 12 5 B ik



AT T A TG BLA B BT F 3 32 20 HBE TAES 51 N BN ), B In(10000)
5 10,000 JoH) HAANTEL (809.21) .

4. RIERAT ECD I H AR XK e

9T AR IR E LA HIX S ECD T H A, ARBFFEMESE T Sylvia etal. (2018) , Luo
etal. (2019) 1 Wangetal. (2018) Zjifi ECD -1l H AT sk HUI A K . AR X L1 H
S it AT B B A AL B, SR 7 P O U R AL A 50 2600/ H (494 375
JENRT /) 2, BIE NS RA Y 650 20 (A4 4,500 AR o BAKTE, ECD Wi
H SRR AR LU F = AN — R B, BIER IR A3 R Lot U
T K E s, BB EHRE) |, X — R EERBECN 30,000 TCART. F
WS, AT 25 ECD B H MREKRL N 154, WL, A LER A 1-F B A
492,000 7. HIRAE ECD WiH ) h 5 E s A R B RS, BB TLNE
BeSHIM 25% (BEANZTRHAL 500 70 o fa, H AR Al [ 5 52 A% IR g %08
FHAEPRBEATHERY . B ECD TH T I KB 2 4F CPE, JLEN—SFFHSN
ECD HiH, BHF|3 % EY)LEZHD , Wa, FAJLEEETB-FEE E 9% H 259 2000 7T,

N TGS ECD BUH F2aE, AWFFE T Z AL T ECD - HI0 H X L2 5K R g,
DR FH T R BN 2 2R (3 s AN sk /b . HRT S WFFS 204 7 ECD 3 H T 1Rt & 224
IWHIRE /I AN N RE AU Z 5 (Zhao et al., 2018; Heetal., 2018) , 1EHUIX # M 72 FTidk
FERAT CRHT L 20 ANFERIh A, 2R R SRE JJREAR S RE 1) e RN EnRE . 54421
Be VA EARHRERRR, Lhs b, XPADTIFERDIL, B3 25 SfE #
ME R TGN E LEHE . R E . KR E KT FEM E MBI HAT T
) KRS LR A R

FeT R IR I ELRRE MR, AN 70 B AR RS X St ECD 350 H X 208 7 H K82
it RIVBE . % T HATAFZE BN R X R 2 F87E ECD T 1 H
S AT, WK 1 FUR) . AWFFRBSEHE ECD T H 435 N\ BRI 2= A R

Bl (1) NFEEERBRESTEIANHDS ONSBEE2%) ; (2) RZEERERLETE 10

* XTI H B AU SLE I BAA 2013 4FAE, FEBRVE. mFE. ITAESEE O FARA X T 7 OBCD WH . TUH SE
Jit 2 RN ORI oA A7 AT . AN BEUR AR 2t PAE BT TR 808 H 2 V5 1] 0-3 ¥ 5K
B, FFONHEEIRIR ARG —RIREEIR B RIRAO U, Sl sek EEBERARFRET N, fEEL
HPWURRERE D) OO SRR Mt AR ST ) LB R R IR S bty D 0-3 ) LE K H R ER IR
NBRME—X—PREER I, SRR TS L B AE S, DUNSGE EERIR NIRRT 8, Aifm JLE
IR FEfE



METRON5% R 5%); GO ANEREETHT AR ON87% ETHH94%); (4)
ER AR TR T A E S (N 22%BEE 15%) ; (5 EHhEERTH3ANE DA (5%
BEA 2%) 5 (60 RFEANZEEREASANAS A (N45% EFAFI53%) 5 (7) RFEEERT
1 AE R N 2%BEE 1%) o 3% 2 SRS ECD T H [F R B8 BB 5

R 2. L ECD W H EARE B BN ER . RiRFMEFLER

=gt NFEF (%) 2R (%) BEE (%)

N 100 2 2
CIGE 100 5 0
38 = 94 15 2
KEAF 53 1 0

T THURN 2 4, FAYLESERTHRA Y 650 £t; T
Tl 5 % LUR JLESET-H AT 8%0.

=\ RER
(—) ECD i H & & — AL

%% 3 45 T 5L ECD TH i 5 REZE R RS IUE (NPVs) (L 1000 44 )L #
#E) , H—47dE T ECD WH SERERTIY NPV, 28 47 7 ECD i H 525 1) NPV, 5
AT TR AR TR BN S SR A S i B ECD TH J5 NPV A - JX S {8 53
BN CGE 15D fEx GE25D mERGH. TUER, UARTTHER NPV 1
BMEZI 500 Jiot (5,079,614.36 J0) .

{ERA TR, ECD 528853 SR T ECD T H ARSI (£3, H447) , X
SAMER A HILLANRT G 15D FZEos GE2 5D Mg . R45 ECD M2 54
B, DARMUE, 41000 4 )LESRME ECD IR HAL N 120 Ao ART (NRT
1,208,616.78 7&.) ©

3 SATIRG T RAMM — A GX— R TEi DMl e Mt 4, s e
FIFDD , ECD tHE &AM FX — Ry, A2 ECD T H 2423 8 iy NPV (58 3 15
347) BRLLECD HiH AR NPV (K3 % 4 17) o WRPIR, X—Rai— Mgty 42, W

Mg, X ECD WUH 5t 1 70, #e%as NPV 242 4.2 Jt.



*® 3. ECD JH TG KFIMERA R BRA Sz th

JG EV
e BE (ECD I H TR 335,680,973.08 50,352,145.96
A EPUE (ECD T H THi)E) 340,760,587.44 51,114,088.12
Ak AR A2 AL 5,079,614.36 761,942.15
TP R A 1 A 1,208,616.78 181,292.52
A — A L 4.20 4.20

(=) FfErEntr

N T HRORREGEE — RS LE X — TS B R, A Bl as—moAR LU AT 1 A
ek . BT IEIR B AENE, ik, ASCETMHBMIIER, W6 — A L E AT
T 3 PRESEA A EIEY 0.05, HEB L, WMBRMIZAET 4.12%, BT
ZHEIRE 30 FIE G RPN 4.12% o B, ARSCER X — IS H ECD 1HE
SEPIE, AIRWER 4 Por. RIEREVER AR, ERBEWIRE, i — R tiE s

793 (£4, F51

& 4. ECD I H TR )E B BUE AL R R A—as (R i i)

TG v
MRS EPIE (ECD I H TR 464,595,095.45 69,689,264.32
RS FPUE (ECD Wi H T-7i)5) 475,981,212.52 71,397,181.88
VG RES IR 11,386,117.07 1,707,917.56
F-FRRA 5 LA 1,223,856.78 183,578.52
R R —HAC EL 9.30 9.30
. it

A TR FHRAT IR ¥ ECD B H NPV B 5H 7%, MHEFRERA X I ECD i H
MDAt BT I, XA “ARRat” Wik 125 0-3 B LE WA EITH BTk i
FEMERR. EIR . IFIAE 2 R FE % 5 i T BRI G . MWIXAMAE B, 2057 3@ U
) L5 R 0 B ANAEL AR — T2 DRI D ) L 5 0 A FRe 0 X J LB P SR IR N RE 1Y
FAt R A S FTEAE X AR BN AR 2 i R A RS, (8 I 282 as ik AT B AN (B kA
B (B, A mAMEREE “RERR A BSOS D, BILAHE RS RT BT MALRI XL

=3



ECD Wi H 322 H bR —2 09 ) LB 332 /N R v ) 808 0 i v 2% o AR PITJR 1, ECD
HUH BRI IAE S SOTH f LE A Em NS R B N AR RS B 4
M2l 2B, R, ASSCRIATIX — 3SR ECD MR . AR RSEARE RN : Tig
FTEMNF R AE (0. BEERERN a7 B R DR M TR BRI R
Pty R RaE ) 1B 53 I B (B2 208 I 805 5 a1 BTN A= H Y
RN R) . ECD WH £ Hbr—32br LR B2 5 AP ER 2 —@ i &
¥y ECD 5 H 23180 )L O = SR04 o 7 EE TR B — £, ECD TH 1R £ 5 TH
RS, A ST B AR N —SE o e H b — S5 T B A B 3

CAB R, ERELFHIXIT R ECD 5 H ot JLE AR 5 5 A 215 RR R A
HREFEWIENM, JFHX—F b )L 3 R KR G R o B MR — LSR5t
FEW, DA HTRE J7 00 R X LR AE /N AT A 1 2 26 IR R 4% % B 224 ] (Zhao et al.,
2018; He etal., 2018) o QAR AR ECD Wil H HAx LA, 1 HX ) L2 1N Z 12
W R EAFFELN, 4, $5 ECD Wi H AU kR A% & N ECD HiH 1t
oK 4-9 JUHI R, X — R FERAT Er LB R R ZE (O AR RIS E RKIE R K et
M5, XWRITSERUFEC) T ECD B H 85K

Mo, SHEBHAMLL, ECD H I3 B4R AT 2 BURF BAIZHH A — A
4-9 I E 2 AR, SHEBURBRRBUE L, BUF#E ECD I H fH5 F %
S . Bk, Wuand Wang (2010)F1 Wu (2013)RIF 58 & B0, o [ m e Bk B, 10 H B 20 5%
Bk ZE KL 10%. BT RaE — A X 4-9 287 T3 R E 7%-15%, XEWRE R
5% ECD 5 H H£8 5t [l 45 28 55 - ml i - v [ L300 s Bk R 0T H (2010 4 Z BD A 5% Rk %

S B R A SIS A BURAL % ECD T H (O£ 5 R SR, (A SEBR 1, [ BR RAR
ZHT5RY], ECD B H W% 5 Mk % M 1% H & . Heckman (2008) FWFFLEREH], £
[, #5t ECD Il H AU R ELIN 13%, kX —a5 RGO Ras — A b, RN
7.3. Heckman I\, FIHABSZBEAALL, X HEE HREE w1 AHE 5B S 2035 ]
WA IEAF AL TIX— X [H] . AATEIN, JLERBAEZNE, ()L H ST I R,
FEEHUR T R BO R A e, X RAHT T M %0 (Cunha, Heckman, Lochner, &
Masterov, 2006et al, 2005) . Cunha Z£ A (2006) HIBFFEIAN, 0-3 Bk GG T A NEF

B NTTEARBBHAMIK SR, 1 HIZXM R RS PRAR N NSRRI aE 2. R, il



ATBEAFRE T BCRE AR Ui SRACESLE BTG I BEREMIE AR T BA L i A h——
By U T (BEEE R, WREETEROEIN) , JFEe . A4 a AR
W BERS IR RE 2 TR R AR RE 2 J5 P RERAS IS RE (BN S84 30 o B AR
THREEREIA NS5 a4 =53 (HAME) o IEW0 Heckman (2008) ATk, i )L#E 5.3
B BOBEAT AR B I 0F R AR AR R . MG SR LE IR R AN L, A, RMEAE 5 3
BEATANEG BIAEREGSAMRL,  HARH Al & 5%

A2, BURFAESR A LS YA R T H J5 T2 15 REWs A5 A F T 2 HERZ AT ECD I H 1Y
P T WD ST AR, ECD T H AR K — #8720 Rt A& 8 I AR RO 3 n B4 A H
TILEB S, A, A5, X2 THM)LE (EEEAUIKU, AT SRR D
PLZSATIR — 2o SR1, SBEAEAEBCA RN HIER], FREA N 5%, KE
AEAE BAT I 8] B AT 28 5 BRI AEA HLK, RIMEARATTA X S8 B, A e ™ 5 Sk T,
Rl A AR N K (D AEA 3 55 B oK. SEbr b, 1Ra05] 5 & Brishie 9, ECD
WEHAAER SR MR IE XL MBI ED » Bk, AW RANBUR %S
AR AR 73 B I B BURF 22 /0 BOZ SR BEANIG o JET 0, AW TR, BUFTRIZ RN TN LE
Sttt ECD WU H 325, iR WBUR 24 BT & J1SE i IR AT SR R AR KT 55, I8 /2 R
JRFBE BB RS A LT 5 BURFAR RN K ) BEAE R A A i X HE4T ECD i H -
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Benefit-Cost Calculations of Government Investment
into Early Childhood Development in Rural China

Abstract: One of the primary goals of Early Childhood Development (ECD)
initiatives is to prepare children for their eventual participation in elementary school
and beyond. It is well known that a large share of ECD’s benefits are realized through
higher enrollment, less drop out and performance in school of those children that
enjoyed the benefits of ECD programs. Governments in countries that are still in
middle income and below, however, often do not know the value of such investments
and are seeking knowledge of the returns to state-supported ECD programs. This
paper uses a World Bank-produced ECD calculator to estimate the economic benefits
of early child development (ECD) programs in China. According to our findings,
which utilize high quality data that are shown in the paper to be supported by
academic research or government sources of information, the returns to investment in
economic terms are high. We find that the benefit-cost ratio from 4.2 to 8.4. Such
returnsare shown to be higher than many other government-supported initiative and
are equally high as those found in many other countries.

Key words: Early childhood development; Benefit-cost analysis; Rural China;
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