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Research on the development trend and risk factors of early childhood social
emotional development: Based on the survey findings from rural

Abstract: The overall improvement of the quality of the population is a critical factor
of sustained economic development. It is of great significance to improve the level of
social emotional development of infants in rural China. Social emotion, as an
important component of early childhood development, is the basis for human capital
development. In this study, which focuses on the social-emotional development of
children in rural China, infants who were 6-24 months old were randomly selected.
We used Age and Stages Questionnaires: Social-Emotion to study the current and
trend development situation and factors affecting the development of infant social
emotion in poor rural China. The results show that 44.18% of the infants have social
emotional developmental delays in baseline, and the proportion of children with such
delays increases to 63.38% in the following-up data. The level of social emotional
development of girls is better than that of boys. We also discovered that mothers play
an important role in promoting social emotional development of infants both in
baseline and following-up survey. In addition, good parenting behavior plays an
important role in promoting the social development of infants. In order to promote the
development of infants and young children in poor rural areas, the government needs
to increase investment in early childhood development, disseminate relevant
information in rural areas to increase awareness, fundamentally change parenting in
rural areas, provide more local employment opportunities for mothers in rural areas,
and ultimately promote the healthy development of infant social emotion. Finally, it is
recommended to strengthen the assessment of early childhood development projects
and explore an intervention model suitable for families in rural China.

Key words: Rural areas, Early childhood development, Social emotion, Influencing

factors



